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POLITICAL (DOMESTIC). 
. Tat Vidyd Vilés, of the 27th February, learns from a cot- 


respondent at Gujrat that a peculiar kind of cattlé disease has 


sprung up in somie parts of that district, which has caused such 
frightful mortality, that in one village (Aee) alone as many as 
two hundred quadrupeds have fallen victims to it. The 
disease begins with dysentery, which becomes incurable, and 


ends in death, 


[_The Akhbdr-i-Anjumdn-i-Hind, of thé 1st March, publishés 
a review by the Rey. Rajab Ali (of Barabunkee) of Sir Wil- 
liam Muir’s Memorandum to the Supreme Government plead- 
ing in behalf of 4 permanerit settlement for the North-Westerti 
Provinces. The writer fully concurs in the views expressed 
in the Memorandum, that 4 permiarient settlement was sure to 
prove beneficial alike to the people and the Goveriment, ani 
that it was unjust that the North-Western Provinces should 
be debarred from a privilege enjoyed by the sister country 
Bengal; arid in order to show the benefits of a permanent 
settlement, contrasts the system obtaining in the tinie of the 
Emperor Akbar with that pursued by the English Government. 


In Akbar’s time it was customary with zeniindars who 


possessed, say, 400 beegahs of land, to cultivate 109 beegalis 
one year, and suffer. the remainder. to lie untilled, the Govern- 
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ment assessment being of course fixed only on the 100 beegahs 
cultivated. Next year the part cultivated in the year preced- 
ing was left untilled to recover its original vigor and fecundity, 
and 100 beegahs out of the waste land were brought under 
cultivation, and soon. By this plan the capabilities of the 
land were never weakened, and it retained its original fecun- 
dity. 


Under the English Government it is quite otherwise. A 
tax is levied on all kinds of lands, and as waste landsare gra- 
dually brought under cultivation, they are treated as * culti- 
vated,” and rated accordingly. The zemindars, under the im- 
pression that they have to pay rent on the whole of the land 
in their possession, bring more and more of it under culti- 
vation year after year, quite forgetting that by so doing the 
power of the land is continually weakened; and hence the 
scarcity in the produce of grain, and the growing increase in 
its price. 


From the above it would seem at first sight that the 
system of renewing the settlement at stated times is advan- 
tageous to Government, by affording it an opportunity for 
increasing the Government revenue by enrolling as “culti- 
vated ”’ such of the waste lands‘as may be brought under culti- 
vation by the owners during the time intervening the termi- 
nation of one settlement and the commencement of the next. 
But a mature‘reflection will show that the principle is fraught 
with harm ; for after a few successive settlements the fecun- 
‘dity of the land will be impaired, till in time the proceeds 
from it will be materially lessened, thereby causing loss both 
to the people and the Government. A permanent settlement 
will avert this hurtful consequence, while it will in no way 


atiect the Government revenue—a fact fully confirmed by 
adverting to the case of Bengal. 


_ Apart from this consideration, the growing: increase in 
the land-revenue has created much dissatisfaction and distrust 
towards Government in the minds of the people, which it is 


( 1B > 


iti wise to remove. The more happy and prosperous 

ape 4 are under a Government, the more they are ig 
. to it, and ready to sacrifice their lives in its cause in times. o 

difficulty. The mutiny of 1857 has furnished a strong proof 
of this, when the people of no part of the country did as 
eminent service to Government, both by force aud money, as 
the inhabitants of the Punjab; and why so? Simply for this 
reason, that under the wise schemes of Sir John Lawrence 
and Colonel Sir Herbert Edwardes, the jwmma fixed on the 
people of the Punjab. was one-fourth of what it was under the 
Sikh Government. A similar good result will proceed from 


a permanent settlement. 


The Almorah Akhbdr, of the same date, ‘has a communi- 
cated article on pleaders and mookhtars, in which the writer 
shows that, though the object of Government in appointing 
these men is to afford facility and convenience. to the people 
in conducting their cases in Courts, their existence, instead 
of being a boon, is a bane to the public. A reference to the 
records of the past times will show what increase has taken 
place in the number of cases in the present age, and to what 
an alarming extent the evil is growing. And who are the cause 
of all this? The pleaders and mookhtars, no doubt. For the 
sake of their personal profit they. prompt litigants to lodge 
complaints in Courts, and advocate wrong and uy ust causes, 
while they plead against lawful ones. Worse still: the bearing 
of the same Act is distorted and constructed by them in such a 
manner as to favour or disfavour the cause of one and the same 
party, according as it suits interest, and the pleaders of one 
party are often secretly won over by the opposite party. In 
short, they care solely about. their own interests, and so long as 
these do not suffer, it is a matter of no.consequence to them if 
right is proved to be wrong, and vice versd. 

The writer goes on to say that in countries where there are 
no pleaders and mookhtars, legal disputes and contentions are 
very rare ; and that.it is they who are the prime cause of the 
prevalence of deceit and falschood in the English Courts of 
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law’; and he is, therefore, of opinion that Government ought 
to adopt measures for putting a stop to the unfair practices of 
this body, by inflicting severe punishments on all'such of them 
- who may be found guilty of any unfair play in the ee: 
ance of the duties of their profession. 


The Oudh Akhbér, of the 7th March, has a ciiitnntifeatod 
article on the same subject, which at present forms a leading 
topic of discussion in vernacular newspapers, the reason being 
the question started by the Government and the Chief Court 
of the Punjab, as to whether the system of conducting cases in 
Courts by the instrumentality of pleaders might not be dis- 
continued with advantage to the public. The Punjab papers 
generally favour the views of that Government, while the plead- 
ers, as might be expected, one and all expatiate on the bene- 
fits of the system, and publish lengthy statements in news+ 
papers showing the advantages derived by the public by pro- 
secuting their cases by their agency. The writer of the article 


under notice examines both sides of the question, and: his opt- 
ion may be summed up briefly as below :— 


There can be no doubt that since the insti tution of the sys~ 
tem in debate much facility has been affor ded to ‘the people 
for bringing up suits in Courts, and they have been saved from 
the extortions which were formerly practised on them by the 
subordinate officials of Courts, on whom they entirely depended 
for legal instruction and guidance, and who took advantage 
of their ignorance to impose upon them in various ways, and 
take rich bribes from them. The nomination of pleaders has 
put a stop to all this, and to some extent checked the rapa 
city of the amlahs of the Courts, Unfortunately for the peos 
ple, however, their fate is no better under the new arranges 
ments. The law lmits five per cent. on the amount of a suit as 
the pleader’s fee to be admitted among the costs, but eaves the 
pleader and his client free to settle for themselves on any 
terms. This gives opportunities to the former to fix his fee 
at an exorbitant sum, which he prevails upon the latter to 


agree to by making high. pretensions of: his skill in the law, . 
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and by false representations as to the intricacy of the suit, 
the pains it will cost him to get. it decided in his favor, and 
what not. oe Mii ate 
In this way, pleaders exact large sums of money in fees 
which bear no proportion to the. authorized rate, and which 
are go ruinous to the people, that even when they win a case 
the success is merely nominal, and brings them no real gain. 
As might be expected, this state of things has attracted large 
numbers of persons to take to the profession of pleadership as 
most lucrative, who practise great extortions on litigants, 
though they do little or nothing for them, and seldom take 


the trouble even ta listen to their statements, or go through 
the papers connected with their cases. -- 


Under such circumstances, it will be just to say that though 
Government has shut up one door of rapacity by the appoint- 
ment of pleaders, another has unfortunately been opened. 


In the writer’s opinion, if a rule were to be laid down by © 


Government prohibiting pleaders from taking more than the 
fixed rate of fee from their clients, and holding all such of 
them who may happen to break the rule just as guilty as if 
they had taken bribes, pleaders will cease to be an object of 
dislike to the public, and their existence will begin to be 
appreciated by them. 


The Rozndmeha, of the 4th March, regrets to find that, 
though so much has been written from time to time about the 
budmashes of the city of Lucknow, no steps have been taken 
by the authorities for putting a stop to the oppressions prac- 
tised by them on the people in multifarious shapes. There 
seems to be no end to the wrongs suffered by the inhabitants 
of Lucknow at the hands of these miscreants. The writer 
mentions two fresh instances, the particulars of which are 
these:——On 1st March, Panah Ali, the notorious budmash of 
Moulviegunje, purchased Rs. 4 worth of wheat from a grain 
dealer in Rakabgunje, promising to pay the price to the coolie 
who was to carry the wheat to his house. On reaching home, 
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he sold the grain to some one, took the price, and then drove 
out the coolie after beating him. The next day the budmash 
purchased Rs. 4 worth of ghee from a cowherd, whom also he 

turned out after a sound thrashing, without paying the price. 


The editor goes on to mention a new trick of the bad 
characters of Lucknow. A set of them go round the city, 
and wherever they find any rich stranger, they cultivate an 
acquaintance with him, and then take him to a particular 
house set apart for the purpose, where, either by means of mock 
gambling or by force, they rob him of his money, and such other 
valuables as he may happen to possess, a and then turn him 
out. If the injured person has recourse to the Court for 
redress, the budmashes escape punishment, either by ignoring 


all acquaintance with him, or else by stating that the man 
gambled with them and lost his money. 


The same paper, referring to the recent examination of 
candidates for pleadership at ‘Lucknow, doubts whether or not 
a knowledge of English was this year a necessary require- 
ment for examination as it was in the past, and remarks on 
the impropriety of imposing such a hard condition.. The poor 
and helpless state of the people of Lucknow, the impossibility 
of expecting grown up men, who constitute the bulk of the 
candidates, going up for the examination to master a foreign 
language such as English, and above all, the fact of candidates 
for the 1st and 2nd Class pleadership in the Regulation pro- 
vinces being exempted from the requirement, and of there 
being pleaders unacquainted with English even in the High 


Court at Calcutta, are pleas brought forward to justify the 
final withdrawal of the condition in question. 


The Mayo Memorial Gazette, of the 5th March, republishes 
from the Pdnjabt Akhbér an article on the advance of Rus- 
sian arms in Central Asia.. The upshot is, that among other 
precautions which the -circumstance renders it necessary for 
the English Government to ‘take, in order to ensure the pro- 
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tection of its Eastern possessions against Russian aggression, 
‘none the least important is that a system of friendly -inter- 
course and fellowship should be established between the Eng- 
lish and the natives of India, so that all distinction between 
the rulers and the ruled may cease to exist, and the two may 
be linked together by the ties of mutual friendship and fellow- 


feeling, and be united as one and the same nation. Some — 


Europeans are under the impression that Natives are not worthy 
of cultivating fellowship with ; but this certainly is quite a pre- 
posterous assumption. Let any one but treat them kindly, and 
they will be ready to sacrifice their lives in his cause. 


A Hydergurh correspondent of the Oudh Akhbar of the 7th 
March, who formerly drew attention to the bad consequences 
resulting from quail and cock-fighting, pastimes common in 
Oudh, and to the need of issuing a strict prohibition against 
them, now notices another sport as equally prevalent in the 
province, and as much ruinous in its effects as the latter, —viz., 
paper kite fighting, in which each party endeavours to entangle 
and cut the string of his adversary’s kite. Large sums of money 
‘are wasted in preparing the string for kites, and hundreds of 
rupees are staked on the issues of the contests, while persons well 
versed in the sport are employed by both parties on a high pay, 
extravagancies which, far from bringing any profit, go only to 
ruin those who indulge in the mischievous amusement. The 
writer regrets that the princes and talookdars of Oudh should 
squander their substance, incur heavy debts, and even go 80 
far as to pledge their pensions and mortgage their estates for 
the sake of such frivolities, but should grudge to spend a petty 
sum in acts of charity, and invent a variety of pretexts when 
asked to give the fixed allowances for alms-houses and charity 

asylums. 


The Akhbdr-i-Anjuman-i-Panjdb, of the same date, draws 
attention to the prevalence of thefts in Delhi. Scarcely a day 
passes when. complaints of: the crime are not. to be heard ; and 
such is the daring and intrepidity with which thieves carry on 
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their vicious ptactices, that they make repeated assaults on one 
and the same house, employ scaling-ladders made of cord, 
and a variety of other shifts and tricks for entering henna 
ant perpetrating thefts in them ; ‘and freely carry with them 
the necessary apparatus of their profession, such as match- 
boxes, leather bottles containing oil, bunches of keys, &c. 


The writer meations certain recent casés whicli occurred 
at the house of the grandsons of Hukeem Imam-ood-deen, 
and that of Mozuffer Jung, and concludes ‘by expressing his 
‘regret that the Police, instead of taking steps for checking 
the grievance, should advise those who carry complaitits to 
them to employ watchmen of their own for their protection ; 
that the law should prohibit the people from offering personal 
violence to thieves, though the latter should even ‘kill theni, 
and that the authorities should inflict light punishnients on 
the offenders. In the time of Mr. FitzPatrick, Deputy Com- 
missioner, who used to sentence thieves to several years’ rigor- 
ous imprisonment for petty offences, some check was put to 
thefts, but now there is no end to them. 


The Akmal-ul-Akhbar, of the 9th March, repeats the sanie 
complaint. The editor mentions another case which took 
place near the Calcutta Gate (Delhi). The particulars were 
these :—A railway passenger, while on his way to the city 
from the station, was plundered of his’ purse containing 
Rs. 200 and other property. A havildar, who interrogated 
the thieves, was answered with blows from lathies, which made 
him fall senseless on the ground. 


The writer wonders that under the English Government 
thefts and robberies should be so rife, and calls upon it to adopt 
measures for putting an effective stop to them. 


The Lawrence Gazette, of the 7th March, mentions certain 
fresh instances of thefts at Meerut. At 140’clock on the night 
of the 27th February, when the Punjab down train arrived at 
the Cantonment Railway Station as usual, and the Police 
officials, &c., left their quarters to be at the station, thieves 
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ied advantage of their absence to steal away all the property 
in their houses, even beds, durries, and the Police diary not 


bein gs spared. | : 


Another case happened at the Sirdhana Police-statiori, a 
theft having been committed at the house of Balgovind, than- 
adar, by means of burglary. 


From the above instances, as well as those mentioned be- 
fore, the editor concludes that thieves must have conceived a 
particular aversion to Police officials. 


The Allygurh Institute Gazette, of the same date, discusses 
the question, which forms a leading topic of the day, viz., 
whether Natives are qualified to fill the higher offices under 
the Government, to which their eligibility has already been. 
recognized, equally with their European fellow-subjects. 


Afterpremising that all men even in the most civilized 


countries do not possess superior qualifications for any work, 
and that, consequently, in India, as in England, particular 
classes of persons, rather than the people, generally can be ex- 
pected to be fit for holding the offices in question, thee ditor 
opens the discussion by stating that the principal requirements 
for high offices are three, viz., (1) skill in law and politics ; 
(2) acquaintance with the country and its inhabitants, and. 
(3) honesty in the discharge of public duty ; and proceeds to 
enquire whether Natives do not possess these qualifications just 
as well as Kuropeans. 


With regard to the first requirement, namely, skill in law 
and politics, it is observed that Natives have written able com- 
mentaries on law, and brought out excellent translations of 
law-books, and have won laurels in the Civil Service, and 
filled with credit the highest offices under Government, such 
as the membership of the Indian Legislative Council, and 
the. Jud geship of the High Court of Judicature. As to the 
second requirement, it is an undisputed fact that they have 
a thorough acquaintance with the manners and customs of 


- a onpe>seeea ee 
. = sae ~ Rte a Ds a . e4 “ye ~% ‘s ~ ae eee — «ee -_ oe ois . . Pad ae gees tite tg 4 ‘ , 
oleh, eee. b . = Pe ie ee hie Sy ee eS . ee es SAPS es! , Se ae te Seg Te SO Ey Cee oes se diet EE — ee eee te ae ae ie ‘ ~ erie a, Lae” —_ — - . - —e 
$ as Me iC ft s - . Kaltedeh SE +. ee , al SN, Be (> ae Y -: om > 7 4 - noe é - va v a + ~! - <* woke . Sue So = 2 es ee - w- Pi Sa ieee 42” il omy 
: < iS dabei Se, * = Sd “A ; . *, ate: Boe ii z j > “i . ee — ae — x : 
~ b * . Fue Fe 3 we 2% r ee eer <s ee _ i3- =~ Aiea — 2 ~ ie ade, » 


a 4 . —— — — = — ae, Poet Let mr SP nore TEE - = . ees = ” . - 
Ney OOD rat ae Fall aa ie eae sail ahai teri enteredltenc iano: | re } oe aes owes nas bea, <a ERNE S he, ¢ OS AS He EI Cn agg Oe eS ee ? 
So ore 4% .* eRe! ws eam Pes i eg Se eee v3 nn Slee 0 ot =# : “ae = = os cde ae : eS eR ss id me, bg i ES ke ae ore 4 . ‘ Fe * BE dt Bi Peer a ae bo _ ® me . 7 ge oe LP E> pag hiagie™ = por 2 «rw Te recta al aie celle » . aie at > ie Ts - - 

rt ea hate ole (er PN ne ae ae ‘ Om ie ts len as + RES oe” US xe, ee RE is ae dain Se ay Sede = bes eee ee ae Os, ee ee eee ee a =a. Sart a a a i LE oo ne : tg ed i nt glia - . ~ aati ; . 
: » > - ~ of <« “ me 2 re ~~ 2 é A Ae ‘ ?. ! Pett - >. 4 > > | _ = z = ttl - i. ¢ : s a . ty > . q fn => — A >™ e* o¢ ’ 4 b . . road] ; -, ns t " % f, at _) io? 5 —— 4 ay < oe. = a? " ee ” ™ = vee? “ 
PE nn eae. ae “es Dae -s a ee ee at nll Pe ; 2 Le oe Co Apoe: Sap . ate - ee: + s tareed ail sf aes nee iS oe aS. ey ae Gi ag eng: re, Ke) ny be ; . . nf Les NS Age 4 ‘Mee aaah . ake se . bye ee Ue Ak: ~yiatte , ere oS ae PR et he, gu ti Cate ae , ce ees oS. ae o 
> *3- cu. 8 4 ~~ ~ pee a Se = Pee PBR: pa q Pama er es oS eee es s tye wep —s %. + . P Cad 2 cos f rons : " . 
. _ : : : : - " 7 mH . 5 r] Re ES . Rare = aol . = * “ ‘ by ‘ a EE at a _ e~ . a is ¥ » o Se + Sade a : eT orphan ards ‘ " q — : . ' 
Pe & a a b,, Te ae te <i a bye as wigs ea i “ ee ee wt ae ear ay, 2, eae Lf ae 4 o ee ro. Ae ae B- = =a “ Abas ha yok ee ae ee Pits, vy ee A oS Mine fsa Ply age ~ SPO me 2 a eco ee , - = 
7 ~ ey Ga 3 z bBo «9 . ~*~ . ee Re eae ™ Me Me 5 aid ae ao e ‘ . . . * th Oe er . . mo agate ce oe OY cae x - nee 
i ‘sae “ we } r 22 an * ro ee. 3% 4 5 ~ ‘ ~s Em . - “is ~ 4 _ ine y J - we vo. 4 
6 " ae ‘ 4 : < : ~ : ; b. eee ’ . = hae, = = h. Ss Sheen hes = ~ «r a he ectenser- 7 oe ; > ? Se td wilt 
eat a PFS ae af wet ye P; ’ / r x oes = oe. ‘ ee ~ ; a» . 
; Ring Re ge gale aot ee bes . aad Le Ate we ah c ime =z oe a Ys eS a Narang niga . ; ’ = fe ‘ 
. [ee i om ~ . - 2 -- be } h a ss 
~ m — 


2 . " 
—— a s 
« ~ bs . rs 
“See . vat agit PPR age Sa 
. _ oe ‘ < ‘ ‘- oy wi} 
Re Ng i x 4 : Ss eae 
Senda Dich, 3PP i "ee ie eee 
* ua ~ . me -Ry 


( 170 ) 


the people of whom they themselves form a part, such as 
foreigners cannot be expected to acquire even after years of 
experience and a long residence in the country ; while the 
third, or last requirement, viz., honesty in the discharge 
of public duties, is one which Europeans may be accredited 


or charged with fulfilling or not. fulfilling just as well as 
Natives. : , | 


The above facts, viewed in connection with the considera- 
tion that civilization has long since been in progress in Eng- 
land, while in India it may be said to have only lately com- 
menced, that is, since the commencement of the British rule ; 
and that, notwithstanding this, Natives have- competed with 
European youths in their own country in the Civil Service 
with glory, prove without doubt that Natives are fully quali- 
fied for the higher offices under Government. equally with 
Europeans ; and the editor thinks they ought in justice to be 
exalted to them just like the latter, 


The Rozndmcha, of the same date, referring to thé splen- 
did illumination at the Najaf-1-Ashraf, i.e., the sepulchre of 
Nawab Ghazee-oo-deen Hyder, at Lucknow, on the recent 
celebration of the Mohurrum, notices the villainous conduct 
of two Europeans who disturbed the quiet of the scene by 
tossing a shoe over the heads of the multitude of the Hindoo 
spectators who had assembled on the spot. _ 


The Mukhbir-i-Sadiq, of the same date repeats complaints 
of the trouble and delay suffered by the people of Lucknow in 
cashing money-orders under the new arrangements, under 
which the orders have to be taken first to the Treasury, and 
then to the Bank of Bengal before payments can be made. 
This causes much delay and inconvenience in cashing them, 
both because of the two offices being situated at a distance 
from one another, and of the Bank being closed after 2 P. M. 


_ The Meerut Gazette, of the 8th. March, takes exception to 
the rules laid down by the Municipal. Committee of Sumbhul 
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(Moradabad), in order to prevent disturbances during the 
Holee and Mohurrum festivals, and published in the North-- 
‘Western Provinces Gazette of the .Ist March, after having 


received the assent of the Lieutenant-Governor. In the editor’s - 


opinion, these rules cannot but be regarded by the people as 
hindrances in the way of religious ceremonies, and he thinks 
that Government ought to have made some other arrangements 
for preventing a disturbance, instead of throwing obstacles in 
the old religious observances of the people through apprehen- 


sion of one. It cannot be supposed that Government is too 


weak to preserve order on such occasions. 


The Benares Akhbér, of the 13th March, speaking of the 
approaching Budhwa Mungul Fair at Benares, warns the 
authorities against the conduct of the Police on the occasion 
of the Fair, and the discontent created by it among the people. 
Instead of going about in the boat set apart for them, in order 
to exercise supervision over the other boats, and disperse the 
crowd they push their own boat close to the scenes of dancizig 
and show, removing all others, in order themselves to enjoy 
the sport best. | 


POLITICAL (FOREIGN) 


Toe Vidyd Vilds, of the 27th February, states that the 
trial of the insurgents concerned in the late disturbance among 
the Sheeas aud Sunees at Cashmere has. come to a close, and 
final judgment has been passed in the case ; and that efficient 
arrangements have been made in order to prevent a collision 
between the two sects in future. One circumstance, which is 
especially noticed by the editor in connection with the case, is 
the liberality displayed by the Maharaja in making a grané 
of Rs. 2,85,000 from the royal treasury for the relief of the 
Sheeas, whose houses had been burnt and household property 
plundered i in the outbreak. 


The Akhbén-izAldm, of. the 6th March, is surprised to see 
that though much is stated in newspapers as to the honor and 
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distinction shown by the Indian Governinent to the Yarkund 
Envoy, no mention is made in any of them as to his having 
receivéd-a salute of guns. In the editor’s opinion it is dero- 
gatory to the.Envoy’s dignity not to show him that mark of 
honor, secing that it is customary to fire | salutes in honor of 
foreign kings and princes, as well as the ambassadors of 
foreign powers. Besides, when Political Agents: receive a 
salute of éleven guns, it is extremely improper that a digni- 


tary such as the envoy of the Ataliq Ghazee should be deprived 
of the honor. pes Ras | 


The Mdlwé Akhbdr, of the 10th March, finds fault with the 
Government of Indore for having appointed raw and inex- 


perienced young men in courts of justice, and dwells on the 
evil consequences likely to result from the measure. 


The editor also takes exception to the appointment. of 


English graduates in the Civil Court. In his opinion, men 
versed in the Shastras and the Hindoo Law should be preferred. 


COMMERCIAL. 


THE Agra Akhbar, of the 10th March, points out the need 
of fixing notices inside railway carriages showing the time 
the trains stay at each station. In the absence of such 
notices passengers are put to great inconvenience, on account 
of not knowing where they can find time to alight with ease, 


in order to satisfy the calls of nature, or repeat their 
prayers. . 


_ In the Punjab railway carriages notices are fixed show- 
ing the names of the stations where the trains stay from 20 
to 30 minutes ; but these have become worse than useless, on 
account of not having been renewed since they were first 
posted, though in many instances they. have been: defaced or 
destroyed by ignorant passengers, while the times of staying 
have undergone changes.. . Hence, ‘instead of guiding, they 
serve only:to mislead passengers and do harm to them. 


eo ee 


EDUCATIONAL. 


Tae Nagri Prakdsh, of the 28th -F ebruary, notices with 
pleasure the uciiieaiat since the beginning of that month 
of a night school in the Sudder Bazuar, Meerut, under the 
managership of Baboo Trilok Nath Ghose, L.M.§8., Sub- 
Assistant Surgeon. The time of study is from 5 to 9 Pp. M., 
and the rate of tuition fees 8 annas for common students, and 
for sons of rich men according to the means of their parents. 
The course.of studies is to extend up to.the Entrance Exami- 
nation standard of the Calcutta University. 


The writer welcomes the scheme as a good one, especially 


as affording opportunities to Native officials of courts to learn 
English. 


The Mufid-i-Am, of the 1st March, remarks that, though 
the Government of the North-West takes much interest in the 
spread of female education, the arrangements kept up are 
defective. In most of the districts female schools exist simply 
for name’s sake under the supervision of Deputy Inspectors of 
the Department of Public Instruction, no good results having 
hitherto been derived from them. In the editor’s opinion, 
unless the management and control of the schools is en- 
trusted solely to the Native gentry, the progress of edu- 
cation among the women of the higher classes will continue 
to be a desideratum ; and he would, therefore, invite atten- 
tion to the following points, which he thinks are the main 
hindrances i in the way of the spread of female education :— 
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(a) The management and supervision of female schools by 
Deputy Inspectors, which is highly disliked by the people. 
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(6) The system of educating girls of the lower classes with 
those of the higher. 


(c). The want of religious training in ‘female schools, 
which Natives consider to be of _peemonnt importance to 
women. . 


_ (d) The facts ia female seals not being established in 
‘teal where Native gentlemen would have them. 
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In order to reform the above defects, the undermentioned 
plans are suggested: - : a. 


(a) In each city. the management and control of female 
schools should be committed to the tehseeldar, in conjunction 
with the Native gentlemen of the city. 


(b) The curriculum of studies should be laid down con- 
formably to the wish of the Native gentry. 


(c) The schools should be established in the leading mo- 
hullahs of each city. 


(ad) None but mistresses and European ladies should be 
allowed to examine the schools, 


_(e) The district authorities should take an active interest 
in the progress of the female schools in their jurisdiction, and 
should constantly stimulate Native gentlemen to attend to the 
education of their women. 


(f) All female schools should be aided by Government on 
the grant-in-aid principle ; in other words, the cost of each 
school should be borne half and half by the people and the 
Government. 


The Strachey Gazette, of the 4th March, points out the 
need of teaching law in Government colleges and schools of 
all classes side by side with the other sciences, and the in- 
corporation of books on that science into the curriculum of 
each. Under the existing arrangements a few of the higher 
educational institutions—such as the Allahabad, Benares, Cal- 
cutta, and Patna Colleges—are all that have a law class 
attached to them, the bulk of schools being completely de- 
barred from the benefits of legal training, which the writer 
considers to be a great desideratum. and a long-felt want. 
Government -certainly deserves great credit for. its efforts-in 
the cause of education, which have succeeded so far that, 
while formerly few men could be-found even amon g the 
most learned Natives who. knew. Euclid, pupils of ordinary 


( 1%) 


lulyabundee schools now ktiow the elements of geometry, 
history, and geography. The advantages derived from the 
study of these sciences cannot be over rated, but then there 
is no reason why: the study of law—in ignorance of which 
the people generally, and the zemindars and cultivators parti- 
cularly, not only incur useless losses, but are kept shut up from 
much important information, needful alike for their conduct in 
life and the development of their mental and moral faculties— 
might not with advantage be added to them. 


The Rozndmcha, of the 6th March, quotes with approval 
the opinion expressed by the editor of the Khair Khwdh-i-Pun- 
jab, a8 to the impropriety of teaching the sons of the higher 
classes side by side with those of the lower classes in Govern- 
ment colleges and schools, and the need of establishing sepa- 
rate schools for the two classes.. 


The same paper, of the 7th March, draws attention to -an- 


other instance of the wicked behaviour of the students of the La 
-Martiniére College (Lucknow), the particulars being these :— 
At half-past four o’clock on the 4th March, when some of these 
students passed near the Kaiser Bagh Gate towards the south 
in a bullock cart, they plundered a sweetmeat-seller of his 
sweetmeats, and then resumed their seats in the cart making 
a noise like animals. On the poor owner running after them, 
they threatened him by holding up their fists and by other 
signs not to approach them, so that the poor man kept quiet, 
and bore his loss with patience. 


The Koh-i-Nir, of the 8th March, publishes the prospectus 
of a Mahomedan Society, which has been established at Um- 
ritsur with the united efforts of certain Mahomedan gentlemen 
of the city. The object the Society has in view is to found a 
school in the city for imparting instruction gratis to the sons 
of Mahomedans, both in secular and religious learning. With 
this view the Society contemplates raising a sum of Rs. 12,000, 
to be laid out in the purchase of some landed property, which 
may yield a monthly income of Rs. 100. This sum, supple- 
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mented by a Government grant-in-aid to the same extent, wil 
cover the cost of maintenance of the school. A subscription 
list has already been opened, and contributions amounting to 
Rs. 1,646 collected or promised. 
MISCELLANEOUS. 


The Allygurh Institute Gazette, of the 7th March, thanks 
Kunwur Jugut Singh of Tajpore for having liberally made an 
endowment of an Engish press with complete apparatus to the 
Allygurh Society. | , 


_ The same paper gives credit to Moonshee Laka-oollah, 
Professor of Vernacular Sciences and Literature, Muir College, 
for having dedicated the copyright of all works which have 
been, or may hereafter be, brought out by him, to the Anglo- 
Oriental Mahomedan University to be established at Allygurh, 
under the auspices of Syud Ahmed Khan, C.8.I., the Univers 
sity authorities being at full liberty to print and publish any 


and all of the author’s works for the use of that institution. 
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